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upon God's Bleſſing and Aſhſtance, and to attend 
the Effe& of all' Operations moſt diligently, for 
there is no,Rules that can be ſer down bhefore-hand, 
ro dire one ih his Search, for as the Fire-is a He- 
teroclite Agent, fo its Produts are not demonſtra- 
ble by Reaſon 3 by mean of ir; Corroſoves are 4ut- 
cified, and were things made corrofiue, Coagulated 
Bodies are reſolved, and Fluid Subſtances congraled, 
ft things are. made v9{atile, and volatile things fir- 
td c Ina word, the Concrete gives very little or no/- 
Light, by which ro Eſtimare the things produced 3 
Nature herein is moſt free in her Operation, won- 
derful in her Effe&s, her Foorſteps are vailed with 
much Obſcutiry, yer by the gbod hand of God, ro 
be found ont with Induffry, ooo 0 = 
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Of the Keys of this Art in General. 


T HE Keys of this Science are Congel/ation and 
Diſſolution, Volatiz:ation and Fixation, to theſe 
all Operations Chymical do tend. \ 

Separation and Dons, Fermentation and Cobo- 
bation are all intended for this end, ro make that * 
fluid and ſubtle that before was groſs, or that vola- 
tile which before was -fixt, or on the contrary. . 

Toe om of all it RL nr) : Ferment, 
on the Arriſf's part, che Application of due Agents 
and Parients, bw extehnit Hear according to the 
Exigency of the thing required. 
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ſo far beyond the Concyete in Vertue, as it was in 
its crude Simplicicy, as the beſt Wine is before the 
crude Juyce of Grapes in excellency. 

For although ſome things kave their Vercue re- 


ſtrained ro their Form, _— onthe Vita Ut- , } 


tima of the Subje&, as is eſpecially apparent inall 
things, which work magnetically, yet ſeriouſly in 
the vaſt Catalogue of Simples, how few things arc 
of uſe withour previous Preparation or Corre&ion, 
ther their groſs Corporaliry, or their yirulenc 
Malgnry, being an cſi . ho br diag 
feual | rgy : for the Corporious Impedimenr, 
k-1s raken away by Diſſolution, and Volatization, in 
which two Operations for the moſt part all the 
Maligniry of rhe Subjz& is either raken away or 
ſuſpended. | 
or the Fire as it cleanſes that which was foul, ſo 
ic ripens that which was crude, it digeſts what was 
virulent, and inverts/irs Malignity 5 making ic ap- 
pear with new Qualities, and by means of it is the 
Vertue of ſomething exalted, and made more no- 
ble by a thouſand fold. k. 

- But becauſe the Fire alone is but the Deſtroyer 
of ſeminal Vertue, and wharever je maſters, ir doth 
nor only exringuilh rhe ſame, b 5 wy _ it 
natably into ſtrange Heterogeneiries, in w at 
erninent Crafts ( of which we boaſt ) is not to be 
ſeen, therefore have the Sons of Art Invented and 
prepared Means for the previous Diſſolution of 
compatted Bodies, by which means the Bodies be- 
ing opened, che more noble parts may be ſevered 
from the ignoble and unaRiye, and by. this their 
end js attained. 
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Ens, incorruptible, of. power to reſolve all the Con- 
Y cretes of the Warld into their firſt liquid Matter, 
£ Ger" og their iety, and bringing them to 

Volatuiry.  * 43\5 NN 

Ics Name firſt given by Pararelſas in the Gerinas 
Tongue, ſounding as much as all Spirit, Al-gebef, 
may denote its Nature 5- it is @ Spirie of ſo Homo- 
geneal a Subſtance, chat ir is- nor to be alrered In 
Nature, except how by irs Compeer, by which 1t 1s 
and mixed with it, 55 FH 2199-% 

Of rhis I1iatend here to ſpeak very ha. 
ving elſewhere in a tar Treariſe handled ir ſuf- 
fictencly, and clearly, -nor ſhall I'in'this place re« 
peat what there is fally ſer down. - | _ 
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Syſtem of the whole Art of Pyrotechny; which can- 
not,be, withour this Li 
means of it the moſt 
rations are performed, therefore it behoves us not 
ro negle this ſo worthy a SubjeR, leſt our Work 
__y = (and that moſt juſtly) to be' Lame and 
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This Liquor then is no other then chat Fire, of 
C' 3 which 


. * - 6, Po + c <p ey : a in 

p- bh [0 - "——_— y = FY , X 
, o F A p & % - , a %? 3 . b % ” l Y DD 

V +. x JP w_ . Y 

pn - BOS 4 
- "4 
. : » _ 
l I 
. % © 
- - 


moſt admirable Secrers in Nature, it is ati {mmoral 


Yer becauſe that our Imentis here rogive a ſhore | 


be treated of, fince by | 
End, eminent Prepara-: 


: TELE dt avs 
SI. ? ' 
Fac, n 
2 
x 
e [#7 
"47 


. % a * . 


which the Woblt' Helmont cal's his Summum and P ey. 
, petuwm Corroſtuum, and his Gebenne Ignu ; of which 
we ſhall diſcover, firſt its Efficacy z Secondly, its 
Matter and Manner of making : which I preſume, 
to 2'Son of Avt, will be accounted a rich Legacy. 

And firſt it will be neceſſary ro remove. a Preju- 
dice, which unremoved may derogare much from 
the Eſteem of what Lam now 'abour ro write, and 
chat is, Thar 1 may nor be accounted a Writes at 
Rovers, a Diſputer of things which 1 know nor, and 
a-Teacher of what I never yer leafned. And here 
I'muſt Appeal co: God, the! Searcher of all Hearts, 
whorkoowerh;-thar I write not mine own Imagina- 
tions or Phantafics, but what I know to be true, nor 
Notionally.-by bare Reading, but really by Practical 
Exptricnce. TTEF [1 26 

--For-from-my tender Yeats T always coveted true 
_ Philoſophyrabove- all 'Arratumentrs; nor valuing any 
thing in the World comparablytherewich. - 

., For-this I was willing to ſþe1 
and to the Glory of God's Grace be-it'ſpoken, he 
was pleaſed fo far' to be ious to'me (though 
I RORnny;) that he' diſcovered unto me 
many'Secrets,) hidden and concealed from moſt of 
- thoſe who ſeek after theſe may 

by others; ' thongh the learned/Men (fo eficemed ) 

of ehe' Wordgys: bf ys 3h 90440 

* Now above all things in'this World, - there: was 
nothing by-me' ſo defirably proſecuted as the Liquor 
Alcbabeft, which'l employed myſelf fo ſeriouſly-up- 
on, that for the ſpace of full eight Years, that was 
ever one of my moſt painful atrempted Diſcoveries, 
in which redious Journey, my chief Refreſhing Cor- 
tis! was the Conſideration of its | _ 
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by firibing of the Flint and Steel together, it is made - 
viſible in its ſparks, which bring tabey in Tindey, the _ | 
by an tafie art(bhwywa to each Kitchin-maid) watts \ 
plied” into # Fire- as big as the Makty of it pltaſeth, 
which at firt though but a Spark, y:t being cherlihtq * 
with Futl proper to it, b!comes in 2 ſhort ſpace ſo great * 
4 Flame," as would be able to conſume whattver is 
combuſtible is the whole World, if it were put into it... 
' Yo likewiſe there is byr one Liquor comparable _ 
£0 Fire," yer far more 'powerful and ycherment than 
the common Flame ; for thofe rhings which will a- 
 bide in this Fire, being nor conquerable by it, are . 
by the other 'Fire deftroy'd; and alter'd radicw/ly 
and fandamentally. 6 
© This Fire betog diftil'd from any Meral ſoft and 
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from itſclf, and to. aſcend in its. various. colour,” 
leaving this diſſolving Liquor in the bottom of the, 
Cucurbir, no whit weakned in virtue, nor diminiſhes: 
cd jo quantity... . WE ho” 

- Thus 4s it an immortal Exs, that is, whoſe virtye: : 
is nor exantlated, by reiterated ating upon Cons! 
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1 its compeer,). and is therefore worthily efjeemed. - 
.Y by thoſe who know it as an unparalclled Myſtery. 
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Stones, for ir doth reſolve alſo Vegetals into their 


firſt liguid Matter, diſtinguiſhing in them all cheio 
rr Cog by Ry colours , and AitinA 


Places,. one above another ;; in. which / reſolution = 
there always (cats ir(clf in 2 diſtin& place a (mall 
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thida, an excellent Febrifuge ; ahd our_of My Myrrh,, 
Aloes nnd Saffron an excellent Antibyttical Medicine. 
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